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RELICS OF THE NARES EXPEDITION RECOVERED BY 

MR. PEARY. 

Mr. Herbert L. Bridgman, Secretary of the Peary Arctic Club, 
sends the following account of the relics recovered by Mr. Peary 
in the summer of 1899 and forwarded by the Club in his name to 
the Museum of the Royal Naval College at Greenwich : 

The Peary Arctic Club sends to-day (April i8) to the Museum of the Royal Naval 
College, at Greenwich, London, the mariner's sextant left at Repulse Harbor in 1876 
by Lieut, (now Admiral) Beaumont during his heroic retreat ; picked up and brought 
in eight years after by the late Lieut. James B. Lockwood, on his return from his 
memorable Farthest North expedition, and recovered from Fort Conger in May last 
by Civil Engineer Robert E. Peary on his sledge to his ice-bound Windward in All- 
man Bay, from which it was brought to Brooklyn by the Diana, the steamer of the Peary 
Arctic Club. With the sextant is also transmitted the original record deposited by 
Capt. (now Admiral) Sir George Nares in a cairn on Norman Lockyer Island, whence 
it was taken, last fall, by Mr. Peary, and transmitted with other dispatches and papers 
to the Club by the ship of last summer. The sextant, though exposed to the Arctic 
elements for eight years, is to-day in almost as good condition as new, perfectly ser- 
viceable, and with a little care would be restored to perfect condition. The mahogany 
case containing it, through the intense cold, is cracked along one side, but the instru- 
ment and its attachments are substantially in good working order. The sextant is 
one of the finest make and graduation, its eye-piece and other portions, which in use 
would come in contact with the person, being carefully protected by leather, so that 
the danger from contact with the intense cold would be avoided. The duplicate glass 
which accompanies the sextant is also in perfect condition, and altogether the instru- 
ment is remarkably little worse for wear after its almost thirty years' absence from the 
service to which it belonged. 

Admiral Nares' record — on two large foolscap sheets, bearing the official heading 
of the Admiralty — is also in a remarkable state of preservation. The paper is as 
clear and spotless, the ink as black and perfectly legible, as on the day when deposited, 
proving the remarkable purity of the northern atmosphere, by which all moisture and 
consequent discoloration are completely avoided. The text of the Nares record is in 
full as follows : 

Arctic Expedition, H. M. S. Alert, Sept. 7, 1876. 

Her Majesty's ships Alert and Discovery arrived here on their way South toward 
Port Foulke. The Alert wintered in lat. 82 degrees 27 minutes N., long. 61 degrees 
22 minutes W., inside grounded ice. The Discovery wintered in a sheltered harbour 
in lat. 81 degrees 44 minutes N., long. 65 degrees 3 minutes W. The sledge crews 
of the Alert, after a severe journey over the ice, succeeded in attaining lat. 83 degrees 
20 minutes 30 seconds N.; and the coast line from the winter quarters of the Alert 
to the northward and westward was explored to 82 degrees 23 minutes N. long. 70 
degrees 30 minutes W. Sledge parties from the Discovery explored the north coast 
of Greenland to lat. 82 degrees 2i minutes W., long. 52 minutes W. (approximately), 
a distance of seventy miles beyond Repulse Harbour. No land was sighted to the 
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northward of the above explorations, except a few small islands at the extreme of the 
Greenland coast explored. Lady Franklin Sound was explored by the Discovery, and 
was found to run s. w. sixty-five miles and terminate in ten small bays; also, Peter- 
mann Fiord for nineteen miles, and was then found to be impassable for sledges, 
owing to glacial ice. 

A seam of coal 23 feet thick was discovered in the neighbourhood of the Discovery's 
winter quarters. 

Scurvy attacked nearly all the men employed in sledge travelling in both ships. 

Four deaths have occurred. Belonging to H. M. ship Alert: Niels C. Petersen, 
interpreter, on the 14th of May, at winter quarters, from the effects of a severe frost- 
bite, which necessitated a part of each foot being amputated, followed by exhaustion 
and scorbutic taint ; George Porter, gunner, R. M. A., on the 8th of June, of scurvy 
and general debility, when absent on a sledging journey, and was buried in the floe 
in lat. 81 degrees 44 minutes N. H. M. S. Discovery: James J. Hand, A.B., on the 
13th of June, Charles W. Paul, A.B., on the 29th of June, both of scurvy, and are 
buried in Polaris Bay. 

The ice in the Polar Sea broke up on the 20th of July, and on the 31st the Alert 
left her winter quarters, and on the 12th of August rejoined the Discovery. Both 
ships left Discovery Bay on the i8th of August and proceeded South. 

A boat and a depot of biscuit and stearin is left on the fiord point north of Cape 
Hawks. 

G. S. Nares, Captain R. N., 

Commanding Expedition. 

Both sextant and record were tendered to the Lords of the Admiralty by the Peary 
Arctic Club, in accordance with the suggestions of Mr. Peary, who transmitted them 
last summer, and the response was prompt and appreciative. The transmittal and 
presentation will be through Alfred C. Harmsworth, of the London "Daily Mail," 
an honorary member of the club, and giver of the Windward to Mr. Peary. 



